
TCRWP Unit 1-- 1st Gr:Small Moments Writing with Focus, Detail, and 
Dialogue 

Big Ideas/Overview: 
- Throughout this unit, you’ll build on your students’ knowledge of the writing process as they work to plan, draft, revise and edit small moment 

stories from their lives.  
- You’ll also help writers study a mentor text to discover craft moves and techniques they can try out in their own writing. 
- Be brave and resourceful word solvers 

Skills/Standards 

 

BEND I Writing Small Moment 
Stories with Independence 

In Bend I, you’ll teach kids to generate ideas and 
to plan and draft small moment stories. Help 
kids generate a whole bunch of narratives so 
that when they go into the next two bends, they 
have a bunch of booklets to revise. It is 
important for kids to generate a high volume of 
writing—often this means a book a day, at most, 
and at least a book every two days. 

1. Lives Are Full of Stories to Tell 

2. Planning for Writing: Writers Touch and Tell, 
Sketch, Then Write 

3. Using Pictures to Add On 

4. Stretching Words to Spell Them 

5. Zooming In: Focusing on Small Moments 

6. Partnerships and Storytelling 

7. Reading Our Writing Like We Read Our 
Books  

BEND II  Bringing Small Moment 
Stories to Life 

In Bend II, you’ll teach kids to lift the level of their 
writing by teaching them strategies to support 
elaboration. You’ll want to co-construct a class 
story during interactive or shared writing at the 
start of the unit. You can bring that class piece 
into your minilessons to practice important 
revision work across this second bend. 

8. Unfreezing Our Characters and Our Writing 

9. Telling Stories in Itsy-Bitsy Steps 

10. Bringing What’s Inside Out: Making 
Characters Think and Feel 

11. Using Drama to Bring Stories to Life 

12. Using Familiar Words to Spell New Words 

13. Editing: Capital Letters and End Marks Help 
Readers  

BEND III  Studying 
Other Writers’ Craft 

Continuing to learn 
elaboration strategies by 
studying other author’s craft 
moves. Children will apply 
these strategies to their 
writing as needed, both in the 
new stories they write and in 
their previously written stories.  

14. Studying a Story to Learn 
Ways the Author Makes It 
Special 

15. Trying Out a Craft Move 
from a Mentor Text: Writing 
with Exact Actions 

16. Trying Out a Craft Move 
from a Mentor Text: Writing 
with Pop-Out Words 

17. Turn to Other Mentor 
Texts  

BEND IV Fixing and 
Fancying Up Our 
Best Work 

In the last bend, each 
child selects a piece he 
or she wants to publish 
and revises and edits 
that piece, using the 
support of a checklist 
ofexpectations for 
narrative writing. 

 

18. Using All We Know 
to Revise 

19. Editing with a 
Checklist 

20. Making Books 
Ready for the Library 

21. A Celebration  

 



                                                                       TCRWP Unit 2-- 1st Gr: Nonfiction Chapter Books 

Big Ideas/Overview: 
- Writers teach the world about what they know 
- This unit supports students who are accustomed to writing in booklets, drawing before they write, and producing several books in a bend. At 

the start of the unit, it is expected that students produce a booklet a day. As the unit progresses, students may spend 2 to 3 days on a book. 

Skills/Standards 

 

BEND I  Writing Teaching Books with 
Independence 

The gist of this bend is that you introduce students to nonfiction 
writing with an emphasis on informational voice and structure. 

The goal is for students to generate and draft multiple pieces 
on various topics. Don’t be surprised if students write a piece a 
day, coming up with a topic to write all about, then drafting 
multiple pages to hold the different information about their 
topics. 

1. Writers Get Ready to Write by Teaching All about a 
Topic 

2. Writers Tell Information across Their Fingers, Sketch, 
Then Write 

3. Writers Keep Readers in Mind, Writing to Answer Their 
Questions 

4. Nonfiction Writers Teach with Pictures as Well as 
Words 

5. Being Brave Enough to Spell Domain-Specific Words 
(Spelling Fancy Words) 

6. Nonfiction Writers Use Readers to Help Them Add 
and Subtract 

7. Taking Stock: Self-Assessing and Setting Goals 

8. Editing: Spelling, Capitals, and Punctuation 

BEND II Nonfiction Writers Can 
Write Chapter Books! 

Bend II emphasizes the structure and 
development of informational writing. 

It’s important to note that during bend II, you’ll 
teach students the importance of ambitious 
and large scale revision, which means that 
revision is more than an inserted word or 
sentence. It’s entire pages or new chapters! 

9. Writing Tables of Contents 

10. Planning and Writing Chapters While 
Resolving to Get Better 

11. Writers Write with Details and Help 
Readers Picture the Details 

by Using Comparisons 

12. Different Kinds of Writing in Teaching 
Books: Chapters Can Contain 

How-To Writing, Persuasive Writing, and 
Stories 

13. Introductions and Conclusions 

14. Fix Up Writing by Pretending to Be a 
Reader  

BEND III Writing Chapter 
Books with Greater 
Independence 

In the third, your students will dive in, 
once again, to drafting and revising 
well planned and detailed chapter 
books—this time with a greater sense 
of independence and rigor. 

15. Writers Use All They Know to 
Plan for New Chapter Books 

16. Writers Do Research, Like 
Finding Images or Photos, to Help 
Them Say More 

17. Editing “On the Go”: Varying 
End Punctuation to Bring Out 

a Teaching Book’s Meaning 

18. Using Craft Moves Learned in 
Small Moments: Pop-Out Words 
and 

Speech Bubbles 

19. Editing Step by Step 

20. A Final Celebration: A Letter 
to Teachers 



      

TCRWP Unit 3-- 1st: Writing Reviews 

Big Ideas/Overview: 
- This unit has three parts: writing about collections; reviews of places and things; and book reviews. While this is an opinion unit, you will 

embed strategies that help students express not only their opinion, but also the moves opinion writers make to persuade their audience. 
- While it may be difficult for first graders to list lots of reasons why they like a particular figurine in their collection, or a restaurant they’ve 

visited, kids can often tell you all about it, giving lots of examples and information about those subjects. Students can tap into their 
knowledge of information writing to support their ability to develop their opinion pieces. 

Skills/Standards 

 

BEND I - Best in Show: Judging Our 
Collections 

In bend I, students will write and revise multiple 
pieces based on opinions they form and support 
around collections. 

1. People Collect Things and Write Opinions 
about Their Collections 

2. Explaining Judgments in Convincing Ways 

3. “How Do I Write This Kind of Writing 
Well?” 

4. Opinion Writers Expect Disagreement 

5. Awarding Booby Prizes for More 
Practice—and More Fun 

6. Bolstering Arguments 

7. Editing and Publishing: Making Our Pieces 
“Best in Show”! 

BEND II - Writing Persuasive 
Reviews 

In bend II, you’ll teach kids to structure 
and develop various reviews. 

8. Writing Reviews to Persuade 
Others 

9. Talking Right to Readers 

10. Making Comparisons in 
Writing 

11. Hook Your Reader: Writing 
Catchy Introductions and 
Conclusions 

12. Partners Work Together to 
Give Writing Checkups! 

13. Making Anthologies: A 
Celebration 

BEND III - Writing Persuasive Book Reviews 

Now that your first grade writers know what goes into a 
review, they’ll try their hand again at crafting reviews 
around books.  

The bend suggests that students write book reviews 
based on books they are reading during reading 
workshop. Students will draft and revise several book 
reviews during this bend. 

14. Using All You Know to Write Book Reviews 

15. Don’t Spill the Beans!: Giving Sneak Peek 
Summaries 

16. Not Too Long, Not Too Short!: Using 
Conjunctions 

17. Review a Review?: Making Sure Reviews Are 
Brim Full of the Best Work! 

18. Book Review Talks: A Reading Rainbow-Style 
Celebration 

 



 
TCRWP Unit 4--1st : From Scenes to Series 

Big Ideas/Overview: 
- Growing our narratives skills through realistic fiction 
- Studying what makes a story powerful and working to bring that to our writing  

Skills/Standards 

 

BEND I Fiction Writers Set Out to 
Write Realistic Fiction! 

This bend is set up so that students will start 
writing realistic fiction stories, experimenting 
with many different characters. Again, you will 
want your students to be moving quickly 
through the writing process, producing 
multiple books (about 2 or 3) across the week. 

In this bend, you’ll teach students that writers 
send their characters on adventures, and that 
they can also get characters into and out of 
trouble. You will, then, support students to 
develop what happens to characters in their 
stories. 

1. Serious Fiction Writers Do Some 
Serious Pretending 

2. Writers Develop a “Can-Do,” 
Independent Attitude 

3. Writers Learn to Get Their Characters 
Out of Trouble 

4. Serious Writers Get Serious about 
Spelling 

BEND II  Fiction Writers Set Out 
to Write Series 

There is a slight shift in the students’ writing 
during this bend. Writers will set out to write 
stories within a series. You might want to 
present two options to your students, 
moving forward. One option is that 
students can create a brand new character 
that they would like to create a series 
around. The other option is that students 
may want to choose a character they have 
already written a story about and develop 
a series about that character. 

6. Series Writers Always Have a Lot to 
Write About 

7. Introducing Your Character in Book 
One of a Series: 

What Does Your Reader Want to 
Know? 

8. Writers Develop Their Dialogue 

9. Saddle Up to the Revision Party—
and Bring Your Favorite Writer 

BEND III Becoming More 
Powerful at Realistic 
Fiction: Studying the 
Genre and Studying 
Ourselves as Writers 

During Bend III, students will 
start writing a fresh, NEW 
series, incorporating all that 
they have learned thus far. 

11. Series Writers 
Investigate What Makes 
Realistic Fiction Realistic 

12. Writers “Show, Not Tell” 
by Focusing on Tiny, 
Realistic Details 

13. Fiction Writers Include 
Chapters: Writing a 
Beginning, Middle, and End 

14. Patterns Help Writers 
Elaborate 

15. Writers Use Their 

BEND IV Getting 
Ready to Publish 
Our Second Series 

In the fourth, students 
will have multiple 
pieces that they’ll 
prepare for 
publication. Kids will 
create their own box 
sets to house their 
series titles. 

16. Punctuation 
Parties 

17. Writers Use 
Illustrations to Tell 
Important Details 

18. “Meet the Author” 
Page 

19. Getting Ready for 
the Final Celebration 

20. A Celebration of 



5. Taking Stock: Writers Use Checklists 
to Set Goals 10. Celebrating Our First Series  

Superpowers to Work with 
Greater Independence  

Series Writers: The 
Grand Finale! 

                 


